
COII.I 'VION WEALTII OF III  ASSACI IUSM'T"S

. BI'  !1is Excellency

EL,{ARD J.  KI i ' IG
Governor

EXECUTIVE ORDER #193

PRESER.VATION OF STATE.Oif i ' IED AGRICULTURAL LAND

PreanTbie

Agricultural land in IUassachusetts is a finite netural resource that is
threatened by eompeting land use pressure.

The natural resource qualit ies essociated n'ith agrieultural land rnake state-
owned agrieultural land an irreplaceable eecnomic and environmental asset trhen
utilized for food pro<iuetion. This land is part of the trcommon wealthtt of
Massaehusetts citizens, and the v;ise use arrd eonservation of state-orlned agricultural
land is cf broad publie value" As the loss u-f private egrieultural land in the
Ccmmonweetth eontinues, the state-orvned land rvil! play an increasingly important
role fcr tire statets remaining fermers and young people r^.'ho wish to enter farrning.
As the state-orvned egT ieultural land deeline in produetivity end efficient utilization,
so does the maximum return of benefit to the cit izens of the Commonwealth.

Furtherrnore, the loss of agrieulturat land has had a detrimental affeet upon
environmental quality. Agrieulturai land reduces flooding by effectively absorbing'
precipitation, while replenishing critieal ground water supplies. The open eharaeter-
istie and natural vegetation of agricultural land heips purify the air; enhances' wild-
life habitat; provides for recreation; and maintains the, landscapers aesthetic and
historic quality. Therefore, it is essential to ens,rre that the Commonwealth's
agricr.rttural land remairs availabte for present and future generations.

WHEREAS, the Commonurealth seeks to preserve the productive agrieultural
land base on whieh the Massaehusetts agricultural industry Bnd the people of the
Commonwealth depend; and

WHEREAS, state aequisit ion programs adnrinistered by the Departmerrt of
Environmental Affairsi, pursuant to G.L.c. 132A, SS1lA-118 and G.L.c. 184 S531-33,
promote the presenvation of private agrieultural landS and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Exeeutive Department of the Commonlealth
of Massachusetts to proteet, through the administration of current programs and
laws, the Commonweolthts agricultural land bese from irreversible convefsion to uses
whieh result in its loss as an essential food production and cnvironmental resource;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Edr^.,ard J. King, Governor of the Commonrvealth of
Massachusetts, by virtue of the authcrity vested in me by the Constitution nnd larvs
of the Commonwealth, do hereby order and Cirect all relevant state ageneies to seek
to mitigate against the conversion of state-owned agrieultural land nnd nclopt the
pol ic ies herewith:  .
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1" State funds and .federal grants administered by the state shall  not be

used to encourage the conversion of agriculttrral land to other uses rvhen feasible

alternatives Bre available.

Z. State Agency . . : t ions "hall  encoutage the protection of state-owned

agrieultural land Uy mit igal[ng against the conversion of state-ourned land to non-

a[r icultural uses, anO Uy promoting suil  and water coltservation practices.

3.  .The Seeretary of  Environmental  Af fa i rs shal l  ic lent i fy state-owned land

suitable for agricultural use aeeording to the fol lowing criteria:

the presence of soil types capable of supporting or contributing
to present cr potential eommereial agriculture

eurrent and historic use foi agriculture, and

absenee of non-farm deveioPment"

4. State Agencies controll ing state-otvned land suitable for agrieultural
use shall coordinate 

"?.i",rttutal 
land management poliey with the Executive Office

of Environmental Affeirs. In managlng said ).and, State Agencies shali be encouraged
i6 pllerl l for use on a multiple year basis for forage and food erops.

b. Surplus state-owned land, identified as suitable for agriculture by the
Secretary of Environmental Affairs, shall remain available for agriculture when
eompatible with state agency objectives

6, For purposes of this Exeeutive Order, t'agriculturai land'r shall be
Cefined as land classii iea Prime, Unique, or of State and Local Importanee by the
USDA Soil Conservation Serviee, as weII as land characterized by active agricultural
use.

T. For the purposes of this Exeeutive Order, rstate-owned land" shall be
defined as:

a. all land under the custody or control of a siate sgeneyt

b. all lands purchased in lvhole or in part with state.funds or federal
funds administered bY ihe state.

Given at the Exeeutive Chamberin Boston
this I  qq dav of  *7?nn a H ,thir / Q4 aay ot
in thd y'ear of our Lord- one -ttiMsand nine
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Indepeg(ence of the United States
two-hundred and five.
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