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Re: Interim Guidancel)ocument forAPR-Municipal (APR-Muni) Grants on revised Financial Match
Requirement

New Conditions Relative to Match Requirement

This Interim Guidance Document is being implemorted in response to current economic conditions confronting
local municipalities and non-government organizations that work with the Agricultural preservation Restriction
Program. The information contained in this document is intended as guidand and will be in effect until further
notice from the Massachusetts Deparfinent of Agricultural Resources (MDAR).

History of the Match

MDAR's APR-Muni tral traditionally required a2DVofinancial match that can be achieved exolusivety or through
a combination of municipal contribution, non-profit con&ibution, landowner bargain sale, ot in_kind contributions
that reduce costs associated with restriction acquisition such as appraisal, ruru"y]ot other acceptable means to save
the Commonwealth costs towards acquiring an Agricultural heservation Resticiion (ApR). The program has also
offered match reductions up to llYo for those communities that have demonstrated a icommitmenf'tiwards the
local agricultural economy's by implementing one or more of the following principles: l) establishing an
agricultural commission, 2) enactilg a town right-to lrm bylaw and 3) impfementing a tracking ryrtJ, thut
prevents the issuance of local permits for unauthorized construction upon frotected At U.tO. Eac-h of these
measures carries a potential 5% discount from the 20votarget.

Communities that have been able to maintain a larger match up to the fullZP/odue to CpA funds or other
appropriations for APR support have been asked to maintain that level of support going forward even if they do
qualifu for the above discounts. These communities help the APR program to streictr ii investment and to access
additional Federal dollars.

Changes as Result of the Economic Downturn

MDAR will be temporarily waiving the historical requirements and implementing the following interim schedule:
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The pohcy will continue that communities with no historical ability to pnovide a financial match can
rcceive a 5olo discount for implementing each ofthe above APR-Munf principtes listed above from the
target ZV/o fmmeial match.
Additionally, communities that have an average historical municipal match prcentage for three (3) or more
fiscal years can reduce this match by SYo.Communities that have ao av"ragi % historical match iortft" pu"t
three or morc years and can demonshate multiple APR project closings inine-fiscal-year, or multiple
projects over several recent fiscal-years (allowing only one-fiscal-year which there is! one projecrclosing)
can consider a reduced match based on the following sliding scale:

APB Proiect Closlng with in the Currcnt or
Consccutive Fiscal Years

Fin*ncial lVletch Requirement (clnnot reducl below
St/ol

First Proiect Historical Ffurancial Match minus 5%
Second Proiect Historical Financial Match minus l0%

Third (+) Proiec(s) 5% Financial Match
(NOTE: Communities implementing this waiver shall have imilemen
principles.)

Tbis temporary waiver will be reviewed aonuat and may be cancelled should MDAR determine that it's neccssary
to obtain APR program goals and objectives.


