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LARGE GROUP WORKSHOP SUMMARY DISCUSSION 

Policies to Encourage Agriculture to Fully Participate in Carbon Markets 

Participants reached general consensus on the following.
A cap-and-trade program must provide for the following to effectively engage agriculture:

1. Establish a single, uniform carbon credit. 

2. Ag/forestry offsets must be fully fungible and recognized.

3. Prior voluntary program participation should not limit eligibility as long as technical and legal provisions of those programs are compatible. 

4. Early actors, as defined in legislation or rules, must have forward-looking eligibility for future actions.

5. A hybrid of offsets and allowance set-asides based on the certainty of benefits will offer more flexibility for agriculture.

6. Any legislation should include increased funding for research on practices, technologies and their contribution toward climate change mitigation.

7. Caps should account for domestic leakage from biological offset sources.

8. Avoid unlimited international offsets, but possibly allow for unlimited domestic ones.

9. Let pricing for risk of reversal address the uncertainty of duration; however, use contracts to address the liability for reversal.
10. USDA should set the technical standards and develop generic protocols for agricultural sources and sinks.

11. The agriculture sector must be and remain uncapped.
12. The institutional structure must be addressed to accommodate monitoring and enforcement.

13. Programs should be compatible with ecosystem markets that permit producers to sell a variety of environmental credits (“stackable credits”).

14. Programs should complement the services available within the farm bill.
15. Programs should be fully funded in order to maximize effectiveness.
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