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Saving the Land that Sustains Us . . .
American Farmland Trust 
(AFT) is the first and 
only national nonprofit 
membership organization 
dedicated to helping 
America’s farmers and 
ranchers protect their 

land, produce a healthier 
environment and build 
successful communities.

Founded in 1980 by a 
group of farmers and 
conservationists concerned 

about the rapid loss of 
farmland to development, 
American Farmland Trust 
is the nation’s leading 
advocate for healthy 
farms, healthy food and 
a healthy environment. 

Inset: Hiu Newcomb of Potomac Vegetable Farms in Vienna, Virginia
Background: Cornfield near the mountains in New Mexico
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From the Leadership
At this 

critical moment 
in history, 
American 
Farmland Trust 
is uniquely positioned to help farmers and ranchers 
address major agricultural and environmental 
issues. People call on us for our ability to bring 
disparate groups together to work out solutions for 
the common good. Our efforts carve a path to a 
viable future, a future in which we can enjoy fresh 
food on our tables, the pleasure of an open country 
road, the security of clean water and unpolluted 
habitats.

But we can’t succeed without your help. Because 
of American Farmland Trust’s work over the past 
30 years, American farmland is safer and healthier. 
With your continued support, the most important 
achievements are yet to come. Thank you.

jon scholl		  john winthrop, jr.
President			  Chair               

F_or nearly 30 years, American Farmland 
Trust has taken a practical approach to 
helping farmers and ranchers save farmland 

and protect the environment. At the time of our 
founding, not many people worried about the loss 
of farmland, and there were only sporadic efforts to 
protect working lands. American Farmland Trust 
led the effort to make farmland conservation an 
item on every state’s agenda and a key element of 
national farm policy. Our work has helped ensure 
that more than a million acres of farm and ranch 
land stay green and productive.

Now, as agriculture evolves to meet the needs 
of the 21st century, American Farmland Trust 
is evolving along with it. In addition to our core 
work saving the land, we have two new programs 
that help farmers and ranchers solve some of 
the nation’s greatest challenges. Agriculture & 
Environment works to address major environmental 
challenges like climate change and water quality, 
while Growing Local helps meet the ever-growing 
demand for local food.

Jon Scholl John Winthrop, Jr.
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Successes 

In 2008, American 
Farmland Trust’s 
Agriculture & Environment 
program found innovative 
ways to help farmers and 
ranchers cost-effectively 
address the environmental 
challenges of water quality 
and climate change.
 
 With the help of 
American Farmland Trust’s 
“BMP Challenge,” corn 
growers in the Midwest 
and Mid-Atlantic were able 
to reduce their fertilizer 
rates while maintaining 
profits (applying, on 
average, 23 percent less 
nitrogen on their fields). 
The BMP Challenge 
helps farmers implement 
conservation practices 
that reduce soil erosion, 
improve water quality and 
fight climate change.

 In Washington state, 
new American Farmland 

Trust-supported legislation 
will help develop ecosystem 
markets that allow farmers 
and forest landowners 
to “sell” environmental 
services. We are working 
in the Pacific Northwest 
and around the country to 
implement such markets, 
which hold immense 
promise for improving 
the environment and the 
profitability of agriculture.

 Our Mid-Atlantic Clean 
Water Initiative, launched 
to improve water quality 
in the Chesapeake Bay, 
began work with farmers 
in Maryland, Pennsylvania 
and Virginia to reduce 
nutrient run-off. We 
also launched efforts to 
improve water quality and 
strengthen agriculture in 
the Ohio River basin (which 
covers portions of 14 states) 
and Minnesota’s Sauk River 
watershed, through the 
creation of regional water 
quality trading systems.

 American Farmland 
Trust held workshops 
around the country to 
successfully engage 
farmers and ranchers 
in the federal climate 
change legislative debate. 
Through our work on 
California’s Climate Plan 
consortium and Roundtable 
on Agriculture & 
Environment, we advocated 
for strong climate change 
policies that save farmland 
and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.

 Grants awarded 
through our integrated 
pest management (IPM) 
program helped growers 
reduce or eliminate 
highly toxic pesticides on 
berry crops in the Pacific 
Northwest, potatoes in 
Idaho, horseradish in 
Illinois, raspberries in 
Minnesota, tree fruit in 
Michigan and cucumbers 
in Wisconsin.

Trout fishing in Bohemian Creek, 
which passes though farmland 
near La Crosse, Wisconsin
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Agriculture & Environment

American Farmland Trust believes strongly 
in the power of farmers and ranchers to 
help solve the nation’s environmental 

challenges. As stewards of nearly half the land in 
the continental United States, farmers and ranchers 
are critical partners in addressing environmental 
issues, from water quality to climate change. 
Studies demonstrate that farm conservation 
practices are among the most cost-effective 
ways to improve degraded waterways and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Our Agriculture & Environment program 
helps the nation’s farmers and ranchers “grow 
green”— addressing environmental issues in ways 
that keep our environment healthy and create 
new opportunities for agriculture. Our work 
to develop innovative “ecosystem markets,” for 
instance, compensates farmers and ranchers for 
providing cleaner water and air, wildlife habitat, 

carbon sequestration and other 
environmental benefits.

For nearly 30 years, 
American Farmland Trust 
has promoted farming practices that are 
environmentally responsible while economically 
practical. Our efforts have earned the respect of 
farmers and ranchers, and we have developed 
strong partnerships with key legislators and 
organizations, from agricultural to environmental 
groups. These relationships help us to be effective, 
whether we’re working with farmers in the field  
or pursuing conservation policies in the corridors 
of Congress.  

With your support, we can continue to lead 
the way in helping farmers and ranchers address 
the most pressing environmental and resource 
challenges of our times.

—jimmy daukas
 Managing Director, Agriculture & Environmentwww.farmland.org/environment
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W ithout local farmland, there is no local 
lfood. American Farmland Trust is 
working with farmers and communities 

to make fresh food from local farms a reality for 
everyone.  

At farmers markets, restaurants, grocery stores 
and cafeterias across the country, people are 
searching for healthy food grown by nearby farms. 
Farms selling food directly to their customers have 
reported an increase in sales of nearly 50 percent 
since 2002. As the demand for local food soars, 
meeting the demand requires more farmland 
growing local food. 
  Growing Local is American Farmland Trust’s 
new initiative to sustain local farms and farmland 
while strengthening America’s food and farming 
system. Our vision is one of U.S. towns and cities 
surrounded by healthy farms and farmland,  
with thriving networks and infrastructure in  

place to connect farmers  
with consumers. 
  To achieve this vision, we 
are raising awareness about 
the importance of local farms and food and the 
threats to urban-edge farmland where most of our 
fruit and vegetables are grown. We are sharing our 
knowledge, gained from three decades of planning 
for agriculture and protecting farmland from urban 
sprawl. And we are fighting for better food, farm 
and land use policies, from Washington, D.C., to 
statehouses and town halls across the country. 
   As we often say at American Farmland Trust: 
“No farms, no food.” Please join us in our fight to 
save the land that sustains us! Your support can 
help us guarantee that our nation has healthy 
farms, healthy food and healthy communities for 
generations to come. 

—julia freedgood
 Managing Director, Growing Local

Growing Local

www.farmland.org/growinglocal

Elizabeth Keen harvests 
vegetables at Indian 
Line Farm, a fruit and 
vegetable CSA in  
South Egremont,  
Massachusetts
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Successes 

American Farmland Trust 
works with farmers and 
communities to “grow 
local” by saving farmland, 
improving the outlook for 
agriculture and meeting 
the burgeoning demand  
for local food. Here are  
a few of our successes  
in 2008. 

 A report co-authored 
by American Farmland 
Trust, Sustaining 
Agriculture in Urbanizing 
Counties, studied urban-
edge counties across the 
country and uncovered 
the evolving mix of 
conditions needed to keep 
farms near metropolitan 
areas healthy and viable.

 Model ordinances 
we drafted for New 
Jersey’s Burlington 

County, a historic 
farming area in the 
shadows of Philadelphia, 
helped the county make 
locally grown food 
available for citizens 
who might otherwise 
not be able to afford it.

 In California, our 
work with San Francisco 
Mayor Gavin Newsom’s 
Bay Area Urban Rural 
Roundtable helped city 
and agricultural leaders 
design a plan that 
expands markets for local 
farmers and improves 
the connection between 
farms and consumers.

 American Farmland 
Trust led tours of officials 
and conservationists 
to the east end of Long 
Island, New York, to 
demonstrate how an 
urban-edge farming 

area under threat of 
development can protect 
farmland and support 
its source of local food.

 Our work in the 
Lowcountry region of 
coastal South Carolina 
explored ways to attract 
new farmers to the area, 
where there is a high 
demand for local food 
at the same time farms 
are disappearing due to 
rising land prices and 
other growth pressures.

 To spread the message 
about the importance of 
our nation’s farms, we 
distributed more than  
one million “No Farms  
No Food” bumper stickers 
online and around the 
country at farmers 
markets, state capitols, 
and the Farm Aid concert.
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Successes
 

American Farmland Trust 
leads the charge to help 
states, local communities 
and the federal government 
build and support 
programs that protect the 
nation’s farm and ranch 
land. Here are a few of 
our successes in 2008.
 
 American Farmland Trust 
launched a new campaign to 
protect Wisconsin’s working 
lands in 2008, achieving 
an important early 
success when Governor 
James Doyle endorsed a 
crucial set of farmland 
protection strategies at 
the end of the year.

 Years of work 
strengthening farmland 
protection efforts in New 
York paid off when the 
state’s Farmland Protection 
Program received $35 

million, the largest 
amount ever dedicated 
to farmland protection in 
the state, which will help 
protect the largest single 
amount of acreage in the 
program’s 11-year history.

 Great news for farmland 
and the environment 
in Ohio: the American 
Farmland Trust-backed 
campaign to pass the Clean 
Ohio Bond Fund succeeded 
when nearly 70 percent 
of Ohio voters approved 
the bond, which pays for 
farmland preservation, 
brownfields cleanup, 
green space projects and 
recreational trails.

 The Texas Agricultural 
Land Trust, established 
with critical support and 
technical advice from 
American Farmland 
Trust, received its official 
charitable non-profit status 

and began protecting 
properties, including 
a 5,000-acre ranch in 
the Texas Panhandle. 

 In California, the passage 
of Senate Bill 375—backed 
by American Farmland 
Trust—fundamentally 
changed the rules for 
land development in favor 
of smarter growth. By 
encouraging more efficient 
urban development, the law 
cuts down on greenhouse 
gas emissions from auto 
travel while reducing 
the loss of farmland.

 In New England, key 
legislative priorities of 
American Farmland Trust 
were enacted, including 
increased funding for 
farmland protection 
in Massachusetts 
and improvements to 
Connecticut’s farmland 
preservation program.
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Farm and Ranch Land Protection
 

T        he loss of farm and ranch land is one of 
the nation’s most pressing conservation 
challenges. More than one million acres 

of farmland are developed each year, with the 
nation’s best agricultural soils typically developed 
the fastest. As true stewards of the land, many 
farmers and ranchers want to protect their land but 
don’t have the resources to resist the pressures of 
development and urban sprawl.

That’s where American Farmland Trust comes 
in. For nearly 30 years, we have mobilized local, 
state and federal resources to protect the nation’s 
strategic agricultural land resources—making sure 
the land stays private while continuing to provide 
important public benefits, from local food and 
thriving local economies to a clean environment.

American Farmland Trust is the only national 
organization dedicated to saving farm and 

ranch land at every level 
of government. Through a 
strategically located network 
of regional offices, we work 
on the ground in some of the 
most threatened areas of the 
country. Technical experts at 
our Farmland Information 
Center translate research into concrete advice for 
policymakers and farmland protection advocates 
across the nation. Our staff understands how to 
help communities take control of their futures.

But we can’t do it without your support. With 
your help, we can continue to give our children and 
grandchildren what Americans have enjoyed for 
centuries: the benefits of bountiful and beautiful 
farm and ranch land.
 

—bob wagner
Senior Director, Farmland Protection Programswww.farmland.org/protection

Ranchland in Montana
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Nnational farm policy influences everything 
from the cost of our food to the protection 
mmmmof our natural resources. That’s why 

American Farmland Trust embarked on a campaign 
several years ago to transform the nation’s farm 
and food policies. We sought to revamp federal 
programs and policies in order to advance 
conservation and working lands protection, make 
local foods more available, and strengthen the 
nation’s farms and rural communities.

Much of our work to create a new direction for 
U.S. farm and food policy came to fruition when 
Congress passed the Food, Conservation and  
Energy Act of 2008 (also known as the farm bill). 
While the final bill did not include all of the  
reforms we were after, American Farmland Trust 
and our partners achieved many of the goals we 
envisioned at the start of our campaign. The bill 
provided much-needed funding to improve the 

environment, protect farm and 
ranch land and support local 
foods, while sowing the seeds 
for a better and more cost-
effective farm safety net.

American Farmland Trust was recognized 
during the 2008 Farm Bill process not only for 
our input and policy proposals but also for the 
leadership role we played in bringing diverse 
groups together, including farm organizations, 
environmentalists and healthy food advocates. 
Changing the direction of long-entrenched farm 
policies was never going to be an easy task, but our 
work on the 2008 Farm Bill shifted the political 
landscape forever, laying the groundwork for future 
reform. With your support, American Farmland 
Trust will be working to build off these successes—
in new programs, better policies and increased 
funding—for years to come.

—dennis nuxoll
Senior Director, Government Relations 

National Leadership
 

www.farmland.org/farmpolicy
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Successes

Working tirelessly on 
federal farm policy in 2008, 
American Farmland Trust 
delivered important victo-
ries for conservation and the 
environment; local food and 
nutrition; renewable energy 
and rural development; 
and the farm safety net. 

 Conservation funding in 
the 2008 Farm Bill increased 
by over $4 billion, support-
ing farmland protection and 
environmental steward-
ship on farms, along with 
cleaner water, reduced soil 
erosion and greater wildlife 
habitat across America.

 For the first time, the farm 
bill provided more than $1 
billion in new funding for 
farmers who grow specialty 
crops (fruits, vegetables 
and nuts), while increasing 
programs that support local 
farmers, farmers markets, 

fresh fruits and vegetables 
in schools, and access to 
healthy foods for seniors 
and low-income citizens. 

 A new pilot program 
developed and championed 
by American Farmland 
Trust called Average 
Crop Revenue Election, 
or ACRE, better protects 
farmers from risk, reduces 
market distortions and 
uses taxpayer dollars 
more efficiently, while 
paving the way for more 
reform in the future.

 The energy title of the 
farm bill created new clean 
energy programs and made 
a greater commitment to 
renewable energy. The bill 
mandated over $1 billion in 
funding for research and 
development into biofuels, 
renewable energy projects 
on farms and ranches, 
and other important 
clean energy programs.

Dominic Palumbo of Moon 
in the Pond Farm, a heritage 
breed livestock farm in 
Sheffield, Massachusetts
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Supporters
Making Our Mission Possible

With great appreciation, American lFarmland Trust salutes the following 
lindividuals, foundations and corporations for their generous support 
during fiscal year 2008 (October 1, 2007–September 30, 2008). 

The Barnraisers Society
Our greatest hope for preserving farm and ranch land rests in our ability to 
work together from the ground up, board-by-board, like a sturdy Amish barn. 
The Barnraisers Society is a distinguished and dedicated group of supporters 
providing American Farmland Trust with a higher level of financial and political 

support to promote our mission. Through 
the society, we acknowledge and honor the 
Amish ethic of community cooperation 
and recognize the importance of our 
community of supporters who do the 
heavy lifting that enables American 
Farmland Trust to be bold and effective—
keeping America bountiful and beautiful.

Barnraisers
Society

THE

OF

Deandra Hicks

A farm in the shadow of Long’s Peak, Colorado
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Nash Huber:  
Our 2008 Steward of the Land
 

Nash Huber, an organic vegetable farmer on Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula, received American Farmland Trust’s 
2008 Steward of the Land Award. The prestigious $10,000 
award recognizes leadership in farmland protection 
and environmental stewardship. Huber grows organic 
food year-round in the Dungeness River Valley, selling 
vegetables directly to the public at Nash’s Farm Store, 
local restaurants, farmers markets and through his 
CSA. His work with 
local conservation 
organizations has 
saved hundreds of 
acres of farmland in his 
community. Huber’s farm 
is certified “salmon safe” 
thanks in part to his 
work with the American 
Farmland Trust-led 
Pioneers in Conservation 
program, which supports 
farm projects that 
improve rivers and 
save salmon habitat.
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Michael H. Van Vranken
Julie Foster VanCamp
Suzanne Viemeister
Gwinn and Patricia Vivian
Beth von Fischer
Richard and Nan Walden
Ray R. Weil
Jack Wetzel
Mr. and Mrs. John P. White
Steve Wilson and Laura Lee 

Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic 

Winthrop, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan 

Winthrop
Anonymous (11)

FOUNDATIONS
The Abell Foundation
American Agriculturist 

Foundation                 
Americana Foundation
Argosy Foundation
Ashville Merchants Fund 

of the Community 
Foundation of Western 
North Carolina

The Bender Family 
Foundation

BFK Foundation
Bunting Family Foundation
Florence V. Burden 

Foundation

Bush Foundation
Castanea Foundation
Central New York 

Community Foundation
Christine H. Russell Fund of 

the Columbia Foundation
Claneil Foundation
Compton Foundation, Inc.
The Dyson Foundation
Sarah K. deCoizart Article 

TENTH Perpetual 
Charitable Trust

DuPont Crop Protection
Educational Foundation  

of America
Elizabeth Ann Lurie 

Foundation
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Farm Foundation
The Glickenhaus Foundation                        
The Geraldine R. Dodge 

Foundation
Richard and Rhoda Goldman 

Fund
Greenberg Foundation
Hahn Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for 

Public Giving
Hillsdale Fund, Inc.
Hobby Family Foundation
Horizons Foundation
Houston Endowment, Inc.
Hudson River Bank & Trust 

Company Foundation

The Jacob and Terese 
Hershey Foundation

Jane Smith Turner 
Foundation

James A. Macdonald 
Foundation

The Keith Campbell 
Foundation for the 
Environment

The Lawrence Foundation                               
Macy’s Foundation
Magnolia Charitable Trust
Maness Family Foundation
Anonymous Fund of the 

Marin Community 
Foundation

Marisla Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
MJPM Foundation
The Moore Charitable 

Foundation
National Fish & Wildlife 

Foundation
NewAlliance Foundation
New York Community Trust- 

World-Wide Holdings, Inc. 
Fund

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

William Penn Foundation
People and Land
Christine H. Russell Fund of 

the Columbia Foundation

Schaar Whelpton 
Foundation  

S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
The Barker Welfare 

Foundation
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Bullitt Foundation
The Charles Delmar 

Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
The Giles W. and Elise G. 

Mead Foundation
The Helen Keeler Burke 

Charitable Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
The Katharine Bradford 

Foundation
The Margaret L. Wendt 

Foundation
The New York Community 

Trust
The San Francisco 

Foundation
The Shield-Ayers Foundation
The Sutherland Foundation
The Peter Jay Sharp 

Foundation
The William J.J. Gordon 

Family Foundation         
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation
True North Foundation
Wallace Genetic Foundation, 

Inc.
Wells Fargo

West Hill Foundation for 
Nature

William & Flora Hewlett 
Foundation 

Z. Smith Reynolds 
Foundation, Inc.

Anonymous (2)
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CORPORATIONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS
Abahac, Inc.
AgStar Financial Services
Alliant Energy Foundation
Badgerland Farm Credit 

Services
Bell Power Systems, Inc.
Boxcar Press
CHS Foundation                                    
CHS, Inc.
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Cooperative Resources 

International 
CropLife America                                  
Eastern CT RC&D Area, Inc.
Farm Credit Northeast 

AgEnhancement  

GreenStone Farm Credit 
Services 

International Dairy Foods 
Association

J.M. Huber Corporation
Landmark Services 

Cooperative 
Lightlife Foods                                   
Magnolia Bakery
McVean Trading & 

Investments, LLC
Monterey Gourmet Foods, 

Inc.
National Parks Conservation 

Association
River Tavern
Stonyfield Farm                                   
U.S. AgBank, FCB

United FCS                                        
Wisconsin Agricultural 

Growth Foundation 

 

Farmland 
Forever Society
This special group of 
farsighted American 
Farmland Trust supporters 
has included us in their 
wills or other estate plans. 
We are indebted to these 
individuals for protecting 
working lands for future 
generations. 

Rosalie M. Anderson
Frances Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bahr
Clark W. Bailey
Mrs. H. Hood Bassett
Anne Basten
Barry Allen Benepe
Mr. Gordon Bennett
Helen Blackwood
Betty E. Blumenkamp
Michael J. Boone
Larry T. Brown
Roger H. Brown
Vern A. Brusewitz
Rachel E. Carpenter

Karen Chaffraix
Dorothy A. Corso
Virginia Dalnodar
John G. Davis
Ruthellen Davis
C. Vincent De Sepio
Dorothea de Zafra Atwell
Karen D. Dean
Mr. and Mrs. William Dietel
Ruth Duckworth
Jane M. Dunham
Anna E. Eddy
Henry W. English
William W. Farkas
Judith Farrar
Virginia A. Faust
Eunice Feininger
Alice C. Fick
Virginia Lee Fox
Sonya L. Franson
Peter Frederick
Gertrude Goldsmith
Arlene Goranson
George S. Gordon
Dr. Noel Gray
Edna Grenlie
Ken Grierson
Stephen Mark Griffith
Patricia Grose
Eileen Gunning
Nora Page Hall
Gail S. Hammond
Brenda Hauser
Doreen Hlavaty

Margaret A. Holfinger
Dr. Mark D. Holly
Helen M. Hoover
Field Horne
John Hughes
Clarice Hunter
Richard L. Huttinger
Elgin Jenison
Peggy Johnson
Soone E. Johnson
Madeline M. Joiner
Theresa Joseph
Marion R. Kee
Mrs. Richard B. Kemp
Brent Biermacher King
Chris Klein
Gary and Pam Kleppel
Suzanne P. Kloman
Helen L. Knopp
Steve Koontz
Bruce G. Koprucki
Janice W. Krenmayr
Earl Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Lane
Clay and Jeanette Leister
Mr. and Mrs. Roger G. 

Lighthart
Stewart Lindsey
Arthur M. Longacre
Dr. Layne Longfellow
Ingrid A. Louiselle
Evelyn C. Lundstrom
Deanna Macek
William MacLean
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Coon Brothers dairy farm 
in North East, New York
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In 2008, American 
Farmland Trust welcomed 
new president Jon Scholl 
and said goodbye to Ralph 
Grossi, who stepped 
down after more than 
two decades to return 
to his family’s ranch 
in California. During 
Grossi’s tenure, American 
Farmland Trust:
 

 Helped 27 states 
and hundreds of local 
communities create 
and improve programs 
to protect farmland 
from development.

 Played a critical role in 
integrating conservation 
policy with federal farm 

policy in every federal 
farm bill since 1981. An 
afterthought in 1980, 
conservation is now 
a key component of 
federal farm policy, in 
part, due to American 
Farmland Trust’s work.  

 Undertook pioneering 
studies such as Farming 
on the Edge to tell the 
full story of farmland 
loss and highlight the 
importance of agriculture 
near cities, where much 
of our food is grown. 

 Created the nation’s 
first national information 
clearinghouse, The 
Farmland Information 

Center, to raise 
awareness about what 
we lose when farm and 
ranch land disappears 
and to offer assistance to 
farmers, land trusts and 
local and state officials 
around the country.

 Established the 
highly regarded Center 
for Agriculture in the 
Environment in DeKalb, 
Illinois, as the nation’s 
leading private-sector 
center for research into 
improved public policies 
and practices that help 
farmers protect their land 
and the environment.
 

Ralph Grossi: 23 Years of Saving the Land that Sustains Us
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Emily Malecki
Ann Markham
Audrey J. Marshall
Patricia D. Matthias
Dennis J. McArthur
Mr. and Mrs. John P. 

McBride
Susan T. McKenna
R. J. McLaughlin
John V. Meeks
Sally V. Mills
Alice N. Mills
Richard E. Molyneaux
Amelia L. Montjoy
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Moore
David H. Morris
Tori Lynn Muhoro
Margo Murman
John and Dee Nabozny
Shannon C. Nelson
Patrick F. Noonan
Robert and Julia Northrop
Dee Oudin
Mary T. Pratt
Mr. and Mrs. Ben G. Priest
Dr. Paul F. Randel
O.L. Rauch
Jennifer Reed

Betty Rhoades
Gene Rozenboom
Joan Samara
Richard D. Schein
Barbara J. and Roger Schnell
Ralph Schrock
Elsa Schultz
Mrs. George L. Shoup
Ellen Sieh
Renee Skrzypchak
Jessica Smith
Meredith Sorensen
Dr. Gregory C. Speer
Linda Spurlin
Leslie K. Stegman
Charles Steininger
Mary Strauss
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Thomas
Robert Thompson
Charles Thompson
Lise Thomsen-Jones
William Tobin
Doris Troxel
John H. Tunstall
Julie Foster VanCamp
Rodney Varner
Lowry Watkins 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald L. 

Whitener
Henry Wong
Charles Yeiser
Audrey S. Yingling
Richard A. Zgodava
Anonymous (13)

Realized Bequests
American Farmland Trust 
gratefully acknowledges 
the following bequests and 
planned gifts received 
during fiscal year 2008. It 
is our hope that the land we 
save for future generations 
will be a fitting tribute to 
these generous supporters. 

Charles Banner
Christopher Canino, M.D.
Ray Hotka
Virginia B. Lloyd
Jane E. Perry
Robert B. Ryan 
Wendy Joan Shadwell
Estelle Smucker
Dr. Violet Thomas
Frances A. Velay
Iva M. Warner
Glenn M. Williams
Anonymous (1)

Life Income Gifts
The following members 
supported American 
Farmland Trust generously 
in fiscal year 2008 through 
an AFT charitable gift 
annuity or charitable 
trust. These plans allow 
supporters to make generous 
gifts to protect working 
lands and receive annual 
income in return. 

Eva S. Moseley
left: Ralph Grossi on his 
family’s ranch in Marin 
County, California
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Summary of Activities
For the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008 (with comparative totals for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2007)

expenses	 fy 2008	 fy 2007
State and Local Programs	 3,737,000	 3,026,000	
Research and Technical Education	 675,000	 859,000
Federal and Public Policy	 1,373,000	 2,646,000	
Public Education	 829,000	 573,000
Communication and Media Outreach	 919,000	 562,000
Other Programs	 211,000	 791,000	

Total Programs   	 7,744,000	 8,457,000	

Management & General	 307,000	 245,000	   

Fundraising	 974,000	 922,000
Membership	 575,000	 714,000

Total Expenses	 9,600,000	             10,338,000  

net assets
Beginning of Year	 23,505,000	 22,788,000	
End of Year	  19,077,000	 23,505,000

Change in Net Assets	 -4,428,000	 717,000		
			        

Notes:
1.	 In compliance with FASB Statement No. 116 and 117, all written unconditional 

promises to give in the current and future years must be fully recognized in the 
year of notification.

2.	 In compliance with FASB Statement No. 124, all investments in equity securities 
with readily determinable fair value are reported at their fair value. The net 
unrealized gains (losses) reflect the increase (decrease) in fair value in FY07 and 
FY08.

Additional financial statements are available upon request.

Programs  80.7%

Management & General  3.2%

Fundraising  10.1%

Membership  6.0%

An
a

ly
si

s 
o

f F

Y 2008 Expenses

support and revenue	 fy 2008	 fy 2007
Contributions from
	 Members and Donors	 2,948,000	 3,029,000
	 Foundations (See Note 1)	  1,945,000	 2,735,000	
	 Corporations	  149,000	  87,000  	  
	 Governments	 875,000  	 1,632,000	
Nonprofits and Other Organizations	 670,000	 658,000
Bequests	  729,000	 235,000
Interest and Other Income	 1,680,000	 1,976,000
Net Unrealized Gains (Losses) (See Note 2)	 -3,824,000	 703,000   

Total Revenue and Other Income	 5,172,000	            11,055,000
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Board of Directors
Chair
John Winthrop, Jr.
Douglass Winthrop Advisors LLC
New York, New York

Vice Chair
Amy P. Longsworth
Washington,  
District of Columbia

Secretary
August Schumacher, Jr. 
Washington,  
District of Columbia

Treasurer
Carla H. Skodinski
Van Beuren Management
New York, New York

Arthur A. Aleshire 
Scarborough, Maine

Elizabeth Beck
Washington,  
District of Columbia

Mel Coleman, Jr.
Meyer Natural Angus
Loveland, Colorado

Dr. William DeLauder
Bear, Delaware

Philip Y. DeNormandie 
The DeNormandie Companies
Boston, Massachusetts

Elizabeth Fink
Wilton, Connecticut

Sandra Frazier
Louisville, Kentucky

Iris W. Freeman
Chime Bell Farm
Aiken, South Carolina

Thomas J. Gallo
G-3 Enterprises
Modesto, California

John Hardin
Danville, Indiana

Nancy Hirshberg
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire

Elizabeth Jones
Midway, Kentucky

Miranda M. Kaiser
Wilsall, Montana

Richard E. Rominger
Rominger Brothers Farms Inc.
Winters, California

Daniel Aram Shaw
Woody Creek, Colorado

Stephen Stranahan
Perrysburg, Ohio

Barton Thompson  
Stanford, California

Richard S. Walden
Farmers Investment Co.
Sahuarita, Arizona

Douglas P. Wheeler
Hogan and Hartson L.L.P.
Washington,  
District of Columbia 

Julia Harte Widdowson
Temple Farm
Millbrook, New York

Dennis Wolff
Millville, Pennsylvania

President’s 
Council
Thomas A. Barron
Boulder, Colorado

Edward and Cornelia Bonnie
Prospect, Kentucky

Anne S. Close
Fort Mill, South Carolina

Mary Ida and Marshal Compton
Cincinnati, Ohio

Diane Cooley
Watsonville, California

Joan K. Davidson
Germantown, New York

Jean Wallace Douglas
Washington,  
District of Columbia

Louisa C. Duemling
Washington,  
District of Columbia

Daniel C. Esty
New Haven, Connecticut

Michael Fieldman
New York, New York

Dielle Fleischmann
The Plains, Virginia

Alphonse Fletcher
New York, New York

Bob and Marie Gallo
Modesto, California

Douglas Horne
Washington, District of 
Columbia

Dr. Laurie J. Landeau
Northport, New York

Dan W. Lufkin
New York, New York

Thomas L. Lyon
Cambridge, Wisconsin

Craig and Julie McNamara
Winters, California

Patrick F. Noonan
Arlington, Virginia

Gilman Ordway
Wilson, Wyoming

William K. Reilly
San Francisco, California

Molly Ross
Castle Rock, Colorado

Bob Sajdak
Detroit, Michigan

Alfred H. Taylor, Jr.
St. Michaels, Maryland

Nan Stockholm Walden
Sahuarita, Arizona

Jack Wetzel
Aiken, South Carolina

Nigel Widdowson
Millbrook, New York

Frederic Winthrop, Jr.
Ipswich, Massachusetts

John Winthrop
Charleston, South Carolina

photo credits: 
Cover: Jason Houston/
jasonhouston.com; Inside 
cover: (inset) Kirsten Ferguson, 
(center) Doorfront Photos/
istockphoto; Page 2: Robert J. 
Hurt Landscape Photography; 
Page 5: Jason Houston; Page 
6: Darren Green/istockphoto; 
Page 9: Jason Houston; Page 10: 
Robert Kelsey/istockphoto; Page 
11: Dietrich Gehring; Page 13: 
Steve Werblow; Page 14: George 
Burba/istockphoto; Page 15: 
Catherine Rivers Photography; 
Page 16: Jason Houston; Page 17: 
Dietrich Gehring; Page 19: 
Dietrich Gehring; Page 20: Siew 
Yee Lee/istockphoto; Back cover: 
Jason Houston.  

design: Cutting Edge Design, 
Inc., Washington, D.C.
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Farmland  
Information Center

1 Short Street, Suite 2
Northampton, MA 01060

(413) 586-4593

Center for Agriculture  
in the Environment

148 North 3rd Street
Dekalb, IL 60115
(815) 753-9347

Agriculture Conservation 
Innovation Center

Columbus, OH
(614) 221-8610

California
Davis, CA

(530) 755-1644

Mid-Atlantic
Washington, DC
(202) 378-1235

New England
Northampton, MA

(413) 586-4593, ext. 29

New York
Saratoga Springs, NY 

(518) 581-0078

Pacific Northwest
Seattle, WA

(206) 860-4222

All Other States
Northampton, MA

(413) 586-4593, ext. 12

Offices
 

National Office
1200 18th Street, NW, Suite 800

Washington, DC 20036
(202) 331-7300

Find out what you can do to save the land that sustains us.  
Visit www.farmland.org.


